Let’s Go on a Cruise!!

You will be planning a 7-day 6-night Caribbean cruise for you and a friend.  You will be selecting a trip and a cruise line, filling out an itinerary, determining the cost of your trip, planning what to pack for your cruise, and writing a travel recommendation regarding your trip.

So……Welcome To The Caribbean

Before you begin your planning read the following information and answer all questions for this section on the study guide.

General Caribbean Information

Nowhere in the world are conditions better suited to cruising than in the ever-warm treasure-filled Caribbean Sea. A chain of tropical islands, each vastly different, extend from Cuba in the north to the coast of Venezuela in the south. The colonialists of the past have left their mark, and the presence of the Spanish, French, Dutch, Danish, and British is still felt. English is widely spoken and communication is rarely a problem. 
The weather in the Caribbean is fairly temperate year-round moderated by the cooling influence of the ever-present trade winds.  Temperature average 78°F to 85°F year-round with the highest humidity in the late summer months.  Hurricane season can begin as early as June and last until nearly Thanksgiving but the threat of hurricanes peaks in August and September. While currencies vary throughout the islands, U.S. dollars are widely used so it is not necessary to exchange money in advance of your visit. Citizens of the U.S. are required to have a valid passport  to travel to the Caribbean. Citizens of other countries should consult with their consulate regarding any required documentation. 
The cruise lines position the majority of their ships in the Caribbean from late September through early April. Many ships then leave the Caribbean and sail to Alaska and Europe for the summer season. The best "deals" on 

Caribbean cruises are to found in the months of September, October, November, and early December, and you'll find excellent Christmas shopping in the duty-free shops of the Caribbean at this time. The most expensive weeks of the year to cruise are the weeks including Christmas and New Years, and some ships sell out weeks in advance for these ever-popular dates. There are several cruise lines which maintain ships in the Caribbean during the summer, but the selection of ships is greatly reduced from the prime winter months. These summer sailings are popular with honeymooners and families so be sure to make your reservations well in advance for the best rates. 
General Caribbean Information Planning Guide

1. The Caribbean is a _____________ of _____________


_____________.

2. The Caribbean extends from ______________ in the north to the coast of __________________ in the south.

3. What colonists have left their mark on the Caribbean?

4. What language is widely spoken in the Caribbean?

5. What is the average year-round temperature in the Caribbean?

6. When is the humidity the highest?

7. When is hurricane season?

8. The peak threats for hurricanes peaks in _________________  and ___________________.

9. When is the water smooth and clear?

10. US dollars are widely accepted in the Caribbean.  True or False

11. To travel to the Caribbean, US citizens must have proof of __________________.

12. You must have a valid ______________ or ____________  _______________ to travel in the Caribbean.

13. When are the best deals on cruises found?

14. What are the most expensive weeks to cruise?

15. Summer sailings are popular with _________________.

16. What should you do to get the best rates?

Researching Your Trip

Before planning an itinerary, each “Traveler” must research the possible trips and islands.  In the blanks provided below, list each trip, possible ports, and one thing that you will do or place that you will visit at each port.

Name of Trip #1___________________________

Behind each number, write the name of each port listed for this trip.

1._____________________________________

List one thing that you will do or one place that you will visit while visiting this port.

2._______________________________________

List one thing that you will do or one place that you will visit while visiting this port.

3._________________________________________

List one thing that you will do or one place that you will visit while visiting this port.

4.__________________________________________

List one thing that you will do or one place that you will visit while visiting this port.

Name of Trip #2___________________________

Behind each number, write the name of each port listed for this trip.

1._________________________________________

List one thing that you will do or one place that you will visit while visiting this port.

2.__________________________________________

List one thing that you will do or one place that you will visit while visiting this port.

3.__________________________________________

List one thing that you will do or one place that you will visit while visiting this port.

4.__________________________________________

List one thing that you will do or one place that you will visit while visiting this port.

5.__________________________________________

List one thing that you will do or one place that you will visit while visiting this port.
Name of Trip #3___________________________

Behind each number, write the name of each port listed for this trip.

1._________________________________________

List one thing that you will do or one place that you will visit while visiting this port.

2._________________________________________

List one thing that you will do or one place that you will visit while visiting this port.

3._________________________________________

List one thing that you will do or one place that you will visit while visiting this port.

4.___________________________________________

List one thing that you will do or one place that you will visit while visiting this port.

5.____________________________________________

List one thing that you will do or one place that you will visit while visiting this port.

6.______________________________________________

List one thing that you will do or one place that you will visit while visiting this port.

7._______________________________________________

List one thing that you will do or one place that you will visit while visiting this port.

8._________________________________________________

List one thing that you will do or one place that you will visit while visiting this port.

9._________________________________________________

List one thing that you will do or one place that you will visit while visiting this port.

Selecting a Trip and a Cruise Line

After researching each port and cruise lines, which trip and cruise line will you select?

I will select trip #___________________________________________.

(Write the number and name of the selected trip on the line above.)

List three reasons why you selected this trip.

1.

2.

3.

If you select trip #1, list below the three islands that you plan to visit.  If you select trip #2, list below the four islands that you plan to visit.  If you select trip #3, list below the five islands that you plan to visit

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Select a Cruise Line

Do the sections that follow in pencil.   Based on your selections and your budget, you may have to change your choices at a later date.
I will select this cruise line_________________________.

List three reasons why you selected this cruise line.

1.

2.

3.

The cost for two people on this cruise line is _________________.

Selecting a Flight

Do the sections that follow in pencil.   Based on your selections and your budget, you may have to change your choices at a later date.
I will select this airline__________________________________.

The Flight # is ____________________.

I will depart Des Moines (DSM) at ___________________.

I will arrive Miami (MIA) at ______________________.

The length of my flight is ____________________.

I change planes in _____________________________.

The round trip flight cost for two people on this airline is _________________
Select a Hotel

Do the sections that follow in pencil.   Based on your selections and your budget, you may have to change your choices at a later date.
The hotel that I will stay in the night before departing on my cruise is called____________________________.

The hotel is located________________________________________________.

It is rated _______________________________.

This hotel has the following amenities___________________________________________________.

The cost for a room with two beds is _____________________________.

Researching Your Trip

You must first do some research before selecting the trip that you would like to take.  Answer all questions for this section in the planning guide. 

There are generally three different trips in the Caribbean from which you might select. 
Trip #1 Western Caribbean which visits such ports as Cozumel, Grand Cayman, Key West, and Jamaica. 

The following are ports that are typical of the Western Caribbean itineraries. The ports and shore excursions may vary by cruise line and ship. Generally, these 7-day 6-night itineraries depart from Miami, Florida and will include 3 ports of call with 4 days at sea. 
COZUMEL/PLAYA DEL CARMEN 
The legendary ruins of Tulum and the crystal clear waters of Xel-Ha on the 
Mexican coast are not to be missed. Closer by are the ruins of San Gervasio 
and the sunny Playa Sol Beach. Take your pick or spend your time exploring Cozumel by semi-submarine, fiesta boat, or fins and snorkel. If you don’t like water activities, plan to do some major shopping.


GRAND CAYMAN 
This charming British-influenced island offers everything from a cruise 
aboard a 17th century Spanish Galleon to an 800 ft. dive aboard a research submarine. If you think you've tried everything, join a snorkeling adventure
to see the spectacular reefs of the world-renowned stingrays that will eat 
right out of your hand. Visit the famous Turtle Farm or sun and swim on 
beautiful Seven Mile Beach. 


KEY WEST
The southernmost city in the continental United States, Key West once 
served as a base of operation for pirates. This coastal town is reminiscent 
of a New England town, except for its subtropical climate, which nourishes 
lush vegetation such as palm trees, hibiscus and bougainvillea. Visit the
home of Ernest Hemingway, tour the Lighthouse Museum, or go restraunt
crawling at the Schooner Wharf. 



OCHO RIOS, JAMACIA

Jamaica is said to be one of the Caribbean’s most beautiful isles. Decide
for yourself as you take in the wash of green hills and jungle mountains 
backing the quaint town of Ocho Rios, the majestic splash of Dunn’s River 
Falls with its staircase of cascading water and the sunny white beaches. 
Raft on the Martha Brae River or visit coconut, sugar cane and tropical
fruit plantations.

Trip #2 Eastern Caribbean which visits such ports as Nassau, a private island, San Juan, St. Thomas, and San Juan.


The following are ports that are typical of the Eastern Caribbean itineraries. The ports and shore excursions may vary by cruise line and ship. Generally, these 7-day 6-night itineraries depart from Florida and will include 4 ports of call with 3 days at sea. 

NASSAU
Tour this emerald green isle from Bay Street and the Straw Market to 
lovely Paradise Island. Here the glittering hotels and casinos are set against
a backdrop of waving palms and powder-soft glistening white sand beaches. 
Visit the undersea creatures at Coral World, challenge the one-armed 
bandits at the local casinos, or sun and swim at beautiful Paradise Beach. You may find many things to buy while walking through the Straw Market.


PRIVATE ISLAND
This trip stops at a private Island. This is a day spent having fun in the 
sun with parasailing, banana boat rides, snorkeling, and beach volleyball. 
The cruise lines usually plan a beach barbecue and island goods are sold
by vendors in a special outdoor market. There is also an outdoor dance and karaoke contest. 


ST. JOHN
Virgin Islands National Park makes up two-thirds of this lovely island. 
Tropical flora and fauna abound and there are hiking trails, petroglyphs, 
and an underwater snorkeling trail at world-renowned Trunk Bay.  The shopping is excellent on this island.


ST. THOMAS 
The second largest of the three major U.S. Virgin Islands is action-
packed with sunning, sightseeing and shopping possibilities. Join a tour 
or set off on your own. The atmospheric Hotel 1829, the street of 99 steps, 
and the painting of Camille Pisaro at Government House are just a few 
of the attractions. Play 18 holes at Mahogany Run, experience an 
Underwater Safari, or snorkel at Secret Harbour. 

SAN JUAN 
You'll feel like you've stepped into the past when you explore the Old 
City with its cobbled streets, charming Spanish architecture and beautiful 
balustrade balconies. Explore the 18th century San Cristobal fortress,
hike through the El Yunque Rain Forest, visit the Bacardi Rum Plant, 
or enjoy some of the most sophisticated nightlife in the Caribbean. 
Trip #3 Southern Caribbean which visits such ports as Aruba, Grenada, Dominica, St. Maarten, St. Lucia, Barbados, Curacao, Martinique, and 
Guadeloupe.

The following are ports that are typical of the Southern Caribbean itineraries. The ports and shore excursions may vary by cruise line and ship. Generally, these 
7-day 6-night itineraries depart from San Juan and will include 5 ports of call with 2 days at sea. 

ARUBA 
This tiny island’s capital, Oranjestad, has a bustling shopping district with 
delightful Dutch Colonial architecture, a colorful harbor filled with fishing 
boats, and beautiful aquamarine waters. Rocky deserts and cactus jungles 
with the unusual divi-divi trees mark the interior. Meet the friendly 
inhabitants of this island while exploring this charming port on foot, or 
discover the "real" Aruba by taking a car or taxi into the countryside. See 
the renowned Natural Bridge, sculpted by wind and sea, or explore the 
underwater wreckage of a World War II German freighter and the tropical Barcadera Reef with its exotic fish and brilliant coral. Oh, and be sure to 
save some time for Aruba’s famous video arcades. 


BARBADOS
Barbados is a sophisticated island with a life of its own and some of the
most beautiful beaches in the Caribbean. History buffs will enjoy a tour
of the Sunbury Great House and Plantation and the British churches and 
gardens of the island. Nature lovers can take an eco tour, visit the wildlife 
preserve or explore Harrison’s Cave. There’s even a rum distillery tour 
and pub hop, an "In-Focus" photography excursion, or fantastic golf at 
the Sandy Lane Golf Club. 


CURACAO
The largest of the Netherlands Antilles, this Dutch island is a shopper’s 
dream. The two major districts are joined by the Queen Emma, an amazing 
floating pedestrian bridge. Another unique experience is the "floating 
market" where fishermen and farmers sail from Venezuela to sell fruit 
and fish. Or you can go mountain biking in the fantastic Christoffel Park, 
a 4,450-acre garden and wildlife preserve. Be sure to visit the Curacao 
Seaquarium and the Underwater Marine Park. 

DOMINICA
This primitive garden island has tropical rainforests, animals that exist 
nowhere else on earth, flowers, rugged mountain scenery, and 365 rivers 
that cascade down the island’s three mountain ranges. See the Botanical 
Gardens, tour Morne Trois Pitons National Park and marvel at the 
beauty around you. 

GRENADA 

If you smell nutmeg in the air when you step off the ship into Grenada, 
it’s because this is the spice capital of the world. But there’s much more 
to this tiny West Indian island including a beautiful harbor town, secluded 
coves, and luxuriant vegetation. Visit a spice plantation, explore St. 
George’s forts and historical sites, then venture outside the city to Bay 
Gardens, a private horticultural paradise. Or travel north through 
Grenada’s central mountain range to the rain forest, Crater Lake, and 
Grand Etang Forest Centre. 

GUADELOUPE
Blessed with an exotic combination of French and West Indian culture, 
Guadeloupe has a unique atmosphere. French is the official language, 
and few locals speak English. Enjoy the Creole cuisine, browse the 
colorful waterfront market, and join an excursion to Carbet Falls, or the 
Domaine de Valombreuse Floral Gardens. Browse the boutiques and 
shops where you'll find good buys on anything French - perfume, crystal, 
wine, cosmetics, and scarves. 


MARTINIQUE
If you stay in the town of Fort-de-France and never venture into the 
interior of the island, you'll miss some of the most remarkable rainforests
in the Caribbean. Martinique is lush with wild orchids, frangipani, 
anthurium, jade vines, flamingo flowers, and hundreds of varieties of 
hibiscus. And there are ruins, a butterfly farm, and lots more to explore. 
In town, treat yourself to a delicious French pastry, and look for French 
goods in the small shops around the Cathedral. 


ST. LUCIA


This is paradise in the Caribbean. The lush forests, the twin peaks of the Pitons, the lovely Marigot Bay and the charming French atmosphere of Castries, the capital city, are all impossible to forget. Visitors to St. Lucia come for the superb ecotouring opportunities, and the island’s offshore reefs attract world-class divers. 


ST. MAARTEN
Explore the best of the French and Dutch sides of the island. Sidewalk 
cafes, open-air markets and white sands fringed with coconut palms 
await you. Or choose a deep-sea fishing excursion, golfing, sailing, or 
a 12-meter sailboat regatta. 
Selecting a Cruise Line

You are now ready to select one of the cruise lines listed below.  Read over the description of each line.  Select a cruise line that fits your interests.  Be prepared to explain why you selected a particular cruise line. Answer all questions for this section in the planning guide.


Funtime Cruises 

The "Fun Ships" of the Caribbean sail from Miami, Florida and San Juan on 7  day cruises on a year-round basis. With glittering show rooms and neon atriums, Funtime has developed their own special blend of "Fun"! By day you’ll enjoy exotic ports of call, the Nautica Spa & Fitness program, and sun-filled days at 
sea. By night everything sparkles on Funtime. With professional style shsows, the high-energy dance club, the sing-a-long club, and the outstanding game rooms, you’ll be tempted to stay up till dawn eating and playing the night away.

Prices available on the cost sheet.

The Princess-Line Cruises

The beautiful ships of Princess-Line Cruises sail around the world. From the South Pacific to Asia, Europe and the Mediterranean, Iceland, Africa, South America, Alaska, the Panama Canal, and the Caribbean, Princerss-Line Cruises is there. Her ships ply the waters of the Caribbean from mid-October through the winter months until mid-April. The newest ships of the fleet, the "Grand Class" vessels, have been designed with the choice-conscious cruiser in mind. Dinner is served not only in the main dining room, but also in the alternate dining rooms. You’ll have your choice of evening shows, as well. The entertainment on board is some of the best - from top quality original shows like "Odyssea" and "Pirates" featuring stunning costumes and gravity-defying acrobatic feats to lavish Broadway-style reviews. And while these ships are some of the largest afloat, Princess-Line has designed these ships with intimate public areas so that you’ll never feel "lost in the crowd". With the "Sports Ashore" program, there are nearly 60 different excursions covering everything from golfing, sailing, and snorkeling to walking or hiking. Scuba certification is even possible with the "New Waves Certified Diving Program." The children’s programs are great - from the youngest sailor to the teens - your kids will love Princess-Line! 

Prices available on the cost sheet.


Royal International Cruise Line
When you first step aboard a ship of the Royal International fleet, you’ll be awestruck by the elegance and beauty of these ships. Nothing can prepare you 
for the white-gloved staff waiting to escort you to your stateroom through the dramatic atrium with its sweeping staircase. From the signature Viking Crown Lounge with its’ 360 degree view to the beautiful two-story dining rooms, the public rooms on these ships truly glitter. Royal International has some of the newest and largest ships afloat with fun new extras such as the miniature golf course on the Splendor of the Seas and the special themed Solarium and 
Spas. The ships feature Broadway style entertainment and have excellent service throughout the dining rooms and lounges. While many of the ships travel to Europe and Alaska during the summer, they maintain several ships in the Caribbean, making it a great choice for honeymooners. For the golf enthusiast,
Royal International has the "Golf Ahoy" program that features golfing programs at some of the finest courses in the Caribbean. No matter who you are, you’ll feel special and pampered on Royal International! 

Prices available on the cost sheet.

North American Line Cruises 
The ships of North America Line Cruises grace the waters of the Caribbean from October through April before they set sail in the summer months in Alaska and 
Europe. They long ago established a "Tradition of Excellence" in cruising and continue to maintain impeccably high standards of service on-board. 
When you step aboard the Westerdam, the Noordam, or the Nieuw Amsterdam, you return to the cruises of yesteryear. These ships have a wonderful nautical 
feel with natural woods and small, intimate public rooms, and they impart a feeling of elegance and tradition that is sometimes lacking on the newer, 
larger ships. The new ships of the fleet, the Statendam, Ryndam, Maasdam,Veendam, and Rotterdam, are roughly 50,000 tons (compared to the 70,000 + megaliners), and they also adhere to the same high standards. The renowned Indonesian and Filipino service is the heart of the unmatched on-board 
experience. Holland America has as many as three full-time florists on board to take care of the beautiful floral arrangements, and each of the new ships carry 
over $1 Million in artwork. While Holland America has several 7-day Caribbean Cruises, they are one of the only lines with 10-day cruises to the Caribbean 
departing from Florida. They have many special "Theme Cruises" from Country Music and Big Band Cruises to Dessert Tasting and Oktoberfest. For a touch of elegance and superior service, choose the experience of cruising with Holland America. 

Prices available on the cost sheet.

CELEBRITY CRUISE LINE 
Prepare to be indulged! From museum quality art and bouquets of fresh-cut flowers, hand-polished brass railings and crystal clear glass, the ambiance 
of a Celebrity ship is that of understated elegance. The AquaSpa program aboard Celebrity is among the best at sea, and the European trained staff are always attentive to your every need. The award winning cuisine created by renowned chef Michel Roux consistently receives the highest 5 star 
awards and the accolades of critics throughout the industry. Spacious staterooms, and state-of-the-art technological innovations, complete the Celebrity experience of modern sophistication. 

Prices available on the cost sheet.

French Cruise Line 
The ships of the French Cruise Line are classic. The Paris, originally built in 1962, and then later stretched and "topped" in Europe, is like no 
other ship afloat. The Monaco, built in 1988, has docked in nearly every Caribbean port. And the Bourdeaux & the Geneva Wind, sister 
ships and the newest of the 7-day Caribbean ships built in 1992 and 1993 respectively, have a unique style with their great sports bars and beautiful 
tiered dining rooms.  France Cruise Line originated many of the 
concepts now popular on other ships, from the"Dive-In" snorkeling program, the "Sports Afloat" program complete with jogging tracks, putting 
greens, and elaborate fitness centers, to the non-stop "Kids Crew" children’s program and the great Broadway Productions. With NCL, young and old 
alike are sure to the ambiance of these classic ships. 

Prices available on the cost sheet.

Star Wars CRUISE LINE
Ahhh, Star Wars. The people who brought you Star Wars have designed ships with incredible special effects, innovative dining options, spectacular entertain-
ment, and a new kind of "magic" only ultra technology could create. The Luke Skywalker Theater, a tribute to the grand theatrical palaces of long ago, features 
three new video productions with state-of-the-art staging, lighting, and special effects that rival those of today’s video industry. The cruise line has paid special attention to providing an on-board experience to please not only families with children, but also adult vacationers. The Palo dining room with its all- you-can-eat buffet vistas has video games installed at end table.  The other three unique restaurants have separate seatings primarily for teenagers. Evening entertainment includes a comedy club, a lively dance club, and a karaoke club. Star Wars Cruise Line offers 7-day vacation packages with opportunities to shop until you drop.

Prices available on the cost sheet.

Pricing Sheets

Cruise Prices

	Celebrity Cruise Line

Prices good for May 1, 2005 through Feb. 26, 2006

Super Savings 

	Type of Room
	Number of People
	Cost

	Standard Room
	2
	$699/person (USD)

	Superior
	2
	$799/person (USD)

	Executive
	2-4
	$999/person (USD)


Includes all meals and activities on ship.

	French Cruise Line

Prices good for May 1, 2005 through Nov.1, 2005

Super Savings [image: image1.png]


 7-days 6-nights

	Type of Room
	Number of People
	Cost

	Standard Room
	2
	$609/person (USD)

	Superior
	2
	$709/person (USD)

	Executive
	2
	$809/person (USD)


Includes all meals.  Some activities on ship are extra.

	North American Line Cruises

Prices good for May 15, 2005 through Jan.1, 2006

Super Savings [image: image2.png]


 7-days 6-nights

	Type of Room
	Number of People
	Cost

	Standard Room
	2
	$721/person (USD)

	Superior
	2
	$821/person (USD)

	Executive
	2-6
	$1020/person (USD)


Includes all meals and activities on ship.  Also includes one paid snorkeling trip and one paid personalized tour of any island. 

	Royal International Cruise Lines

Prices good for May 15, 2005 through Mar.1, 2006

Super Savings [image: image3.png]


 7-days 6-nights

	Type of Room
	Number of People (Maximum/room)
	Cost/Person

	Standard Room
	2
	$649/person (USD)

	Superior
	2
	$800/person (USD)

	Executive
	2
	$900/person (USD)


Includes all meals.  All activities on ship are separate.  Does include one paid snorkeling trip and one paid personalized tour of any island.

	Funtime Cruises

Prices good for May 1, 2005 through July 1, 2005

Super, Super Savings [image: image4.png]


 7-days 6-nights

	Type of Room
	Number of People (Maximum/room)
	Cost/Person

	Standard Room
	2
	$499/person (USD)

	Superior
	2
	$599/person (USD)


Includes all meals and activities on ship.  All activities on islands are separate.  

	The Princess-Line Cruises

Prices good for April 1, 2005 through April 1, 2006

Super Savings [image: image5.png]


 7-days 6-nights

	Type of Room
	Number of People (Maximum/room)
	Cost/Person

	Standard Room
	2
	$649/person (USD)

	Superior
	2
	$800/person (USD)

	Executive
	2
	$900/person (USD)


Includes all meals and activities on ship.  Also includes two paid snorkeling and/or golfing trips on the islands. 

	Star Wars Cruise Line

Prices good for May 1, 2005 through July 1, 2005

Super Savings [image: image6.png]


 7-days 6-nights

	Type of Room
	Number of People (Maximum/room)
	Cost/Person

	Standard Room
	2
	$571/person (USD)

	Superior
	2
	$671/person (USD)


Includes all meals and activities on ship.  All activities on islands are separate.  

Airport Parking

	Airport Long-Term Parking

	$5.50/day


Using a highlighter, trace your trip  
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You will be departing from Miami, Florida and returning to Miami, Florida at the end of your trip.  You may visit the islands in any order that you wish.  However, keep in mind that the order that you select must make sense based on location and time constraints.

